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ALL HALLOWS CHURCH, Hargrave

WEEKLY CALENDAR Full details of weekly events appear on the web site.
Churchwardens
Mrs. Helen Parry-01933 622959 and Mrs Savitri Pollard-01933 626960
SAINT PETER’S CHURCH, Raunds
WEEKLY CALENDAR Full details of weekly events appear on the web site.
Churchwardens Mrs. Maureen Windust- 01933 622220 and Mike Turner 01933 623289
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NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, Ringstead
WEEKLY CALENDAR Full details of weekly events appear on the web site.

Churchwardens Mrs. Rosemarie Coles-01933 624262 and Mr. Cliff Harris-01933 625126

SAINT LAURENCE CHURCH, Stanwick

WEEKLY CALENDAR   Full details of weekly events appear on the web site.

Churchwardens Mrs. Lisa Adair-01933 778967 and Mr. Sam Chambers 01933- 623855 
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A Reflection from our Rector
Dear Friends,
Today we are celebrating All Saints day. it is also known as All Hallows. ‘Hallow’ is something which is holy: the saints are holy, and that is why it is sometimes called ‘All Hallows’, more frequently ‘All Saints’. 

It is at this point that things get a little confusing. All Saints used to be a public holiday: and indeed still is in some countries. It was celebrated as a holiday in the USA, but gradually the day before began to take over. The day before is All Saints Eve, or All Hallows Eve, or Halloween.

As American culture spreads, most of our society know more about Halloween than they do about All Saints. We know, for example, from films and sitcoms, that faces are carved into pumpkins. 

This came about from a Scottish tradition in which a face would be carved into a turnip. Carving faces into turnips was done to remember those who had died. 

Pumpkins were easier to grow in the US, were bigger and were easier to carve, and so this changed over time. Remembering the dead began to have dark overtones, and so the faces that were carved became scary or mischievous. 

But All Saints day itself was to remember those who are saints, those who had gone before us, those who had died. It was originally held to remember those saints whose names weren’t known but who had died for their faith – such was their belief in Jesus Christ that even when their lives were threatened, they died for what they believe in: the unknown martyrs.  This is of course, wholly commendable, we should remember the saints.
We encounter the saints in the words of Jesus in our reading: Blessed are the poor in spirit – and so we could look at Francis and emulate him; blessed are the meek - we could look at a Mother Teresa’s character and emulate her. That is essentially what the word blessed means in what Jesus is saying – you should want to be like these people.
So, All Saints is a great festival. It gets better when we realise the biblical truth that we are all saints.         Continues on the back page...
There is a Greek word ‘hagios’ which means holy person. Time and again it is used in the Bible to refer to people. Sometimes it is translated as God’s people, sometimes holy people.


For example, in Acts 9:32 we are told that Peter went to see God’s people in Lydda: God’s people is the word ‘hagios’: it means the saints. In Acts 26.10 Paul admits that before he became a Christian he put many of the Lord’s people, or saints, in prison. In Romans 1:7 the letter to the Romans is addressed to all those who are loved by God and are his holy people… or saints. There are 6 other references to the saints in the letter to Romans alone.


The next book of the Bible after Romans is 1 Corinthians. This letter is written to the Church in Corinth. It is addressed to those who are made holy by God and are called to be holy. 


It is addressed to those who are made holy by God and called to be saints. I especially mention this because, later on in this letter, the same people who are called saints are shown to be a bunch of people who got it wrong on a lot of issues.


At this point you could ask yourself a question: are we saints, or are we people who make mistakes? The answer to both of those questions could be ‘yes’. 


The Church in Corinth consisted of people who got drunk on the wine at the Eucharist, they were taking one another to court, they were arguing and falling out: these people are called saints. 


There follows at least 25 other references to saints in the Bible after this one in First Corinthians and each time it refers to ordinary people.


And you’ll be pleased to hear that my history lecture is over and this is the point of the sermon today:


Ordinary people are saints. Saints aren’t just those who do amazing, impossible things, things which we find hard to believe nowadays. What you do have to do is love and follow God, and change the world you live in. 


This in itself is a pretty difficult thing, impossible perhaps. It would be impossible, but God says that we don’t do it on our own, we do it with God’s help. In fact God himself comes and lives in our lives in the power of the Holy Spirit to help us live like that, to be who we were meant to be.





Saints…with God’s help





No one is a saint because of what they have done, saints are only saints because of what God has done for them. 


The day after All Saints is All Souls. This is supposed to be the day that we remember the ‘normal’ people who have died. Funny thing is God doesn’t create ‘normal’ people: everyone is extraordinary. Amen.





   





Sunday 1st November 2020


All Saints’ Day


�


The Gospel Matthew 5. 1-12


The Beatitudes





When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 





‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 





‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 





‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 





‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 





‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 





‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 





‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 





‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 





‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 





	














The Twelve Apostles


The Mission of the Twelve
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TOY SERVICE                               


St Laurence Church, Stanwick    





Donations for age’s 0-teens years, of new toys and suitable items for the teenagers would be very welcome.
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  Church Services in November





As you will all be aware, we are due to go into lockdown on Thursday 5th November until Wednesday 2nd December.


This means that our churches must close for public worship.


This means that through the month of November all our services will be online, please look at our website, Facebook page and this newsletter for all up to date information.





Yours in Christ Rev Jon





Holy Communion service available online via YouTube channel 


4 Spires Benefice at 10.00am








Readings for next week Sunday 8th November 


The Third Sunday before Advent





Psalm 70


Gospel Matthew 25. 1-13
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